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This Design and Access Statement forms an integral 
part of the planning application for the new South 
Wolverhampton & Bilston Academy. The South 
Wolverhampton & Bilston Academy is to be a new 
education facility for 1200 pupils with extensive 
community use, in the heart of Bilston. It will replace 
the existing Academy facilities on Wolverhampton 
Road East and Prosser St and replace them with state 
of the art building in a single location. The Academy 
has specialisms of civil engineering and the built 
environment and social care and medical science. 
Completion of the building works and opening of the 
Academy has been programmed for summer 2012. 

The project forms part of the Partnerships for 
Schools Building Schools for the Future initiative. 
Wolverhampton BSF forms a long-term programme 
for investment and change providing £370m of funding 
to transform education for secondary age students 
by providing 21st century learning environments that 
engage and inspire young people, their teachers 
and the wider community. It incorporates the 
modernisation of school building, facilities and ICT to 
support the development of world class teaching and 
community for every school across in the city. South 
Wolverhampton & Bilston Academy is one of only two 
new Academies in the whole Wolverhampton BSF 
programme. 

The design process for developing these proposals 
has involved extensive consultation with the senior 
management team, technical and educational 
advisors from Wolverhampton City Council (WCC), 
students and teachers, and the ability of the 
proposals to support transformational education has 
been soundly tested. These discussions have been 
supported by more formal evaluations, including very 
positive MADE and PfS reviews.

This Design and Access statement generally follows 
the CABE guidance document “Design and access 
statements: How to write, read and use them” and 
attempts to show how all the elements of design (Use, 
Amount, Layout, Scale, Landscaping, Appearance 
and Access) have in! uenced the " nal proposals.

1.0     Introduction
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2.0     Assessment

2.1  Contextual Analysis

Bilston is a bustling town that lies within the city limits of Wolverhampton, approximately 4km to the south east of 
Wolverhampton City Centre (ref. ! g.1). The area grew dramatically during the Industrial Revolution and thrived on 
mining and metalworking, the legacy of which can still be seen in the local environs. 

The new Academy building is to replace two existing school buildings – the larger (formerly the Park! elds High 
School) is located 2km west of the Academy site, and the smaller school lies off Prosser St within the northern 
boundary of the proposed Academy site. The Prosser St school is a pitched roof, brick building that dates from the 
early 1900s with signi! cant later additions, and has locally listing. A detailed Options Appraisal report has been 
carried out in relation to the future of this building and is included with this planning application submission.

! g. 1 aerial plan of South Wolverhampton with Academy site highlighted in red and Park! elds site highlighted in blue
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2.0     Assessment

To the east of Prosser St School lies the residential development of Linton Croft: ten two-storey, semi-detached 
houses with south facing gardens.  To the north of these, the A463 Black Country Route dual carriage effectively 
cleaves the Academy site from Bilston town centre with its busy market, shopping street and St Leonards Church 
(the tower of which is clearly visible from the site (ref. ! g.2)). 

To the east of the site is the large mass of the Morrisons supermarket. To the east, south and west is brown! eld 
land where the proposed Bilston Urban Village is to be created: a new leisure centre adjacent to our boundary is 
under construction; a new healthcare centre projected to open in 2012; and, a new residential development and 
landscaping (ref. ! g.3). 

The brown! eld land has over the years been self-seeded with what are now mature trees – these encompass the 
lower half of the site and give wonderful, unexpected pastoral views to the south west. 

Probing surveys have revealed that in common with many sites in the Black Country, there is a high concentration 
of mineshafts within the boundary – indeed, the sunken central plateau is a result of the mining activity, being 
3-5m below the adjacent land and forming a secluded bowl. These shafts are to be grouted and capped, however 
the deepest shafts cannot be built upon, thereby restricting the areas where the Academy can be located. Further 
probing works will be required.

In the centre of the site are a disused science block and dilapidated 1980s sports hall – these are both to be 
demolished.

The existing sports ! elds have become overgrown and would require signi! cant maintenance in order to render 
them playable. While the tarmac of the tennis courts has been broken up and is now covered with a large quantity 
of spoil received from the adjacent Leisure Centre - this being the basis of an earlier planning application.

! g. 2 sketch overlay of Academy in-situ looking north-eastwardly
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2.0     Assessment

 !g.!3!birds!eye!view!from!south!-!site!boundary!highlighted!in!red

2.2  Social and Economic Impact

The!Academy!will!play!a!key!part!in!the!development!of!the!Bilston!Urban!Village!(BUV)!(ref.! !g.!4)!which!seeks!to!
regenerate!an!area!of!101!acres!to!the!south!of!Bilston!town!centre,!around!the!Academy!site.!The!Academy,!along!
with!the!Leisure!Centre!and!proposed!Primary!and!Community!Care!Centre!are!central!to!attracting!new!businesses!
and!families!into!the!area.!As!such,!the!Academy!will!become!a!symbolic!sign!of!this!process!of!investment!and!
improvement!within!the!local!area.!Indeed,!the!Authoritys!design!brief!states!that!the!Academy!site!is!"strategically!
located!amongst!a!cluster!of!proposed!new!developments!which!will!attract!community!use!and!engagement!in!their!
own!right".!

Included!within!the!BUV!plan!is!a!pedestrian!boulevard!that!will!link!the!entire!development!back!to!Bilston!High!
Street!and!connect! this!with!Bradley! to! the!south.! In! tandem!with! this,! there!are!Metro!and!bus! links!and!cycle!
routes!nearby!to!help!limit!the!need!for!car!journeys,!and!instead,!encourage!the!use!of!more!sustainable!means!of!
transport.!The!Academy!itself!will!provide!excellent!cycling!facilities.

The!Academy!site! in! its!current!condition! is! limited! in! its!offerings! to! the!community.!New!and!enhanced!sports!
facilities!will!link!with!those!offered!by!the!Bilston!Leisure!Centre!to!signi !cantly!improve!local!provision!-!currently!
there!is!a!predicted!shortfall!of!18.32!Ha!of!open!space,!sport!and!recreation!areas!by!2021!within!the!local!area.!

As!a!result!of!improving!the!playing! !elds,!perimeter!security!and!increasing!public!usage!of!the!site,!it!is!envisaged!
that!the!immediate!surrounding!area!will!also!bene !t!from!additional!supervision!in!areas!where!currently!little!exists.

In!addition!to!sports!facilities,!a!wide!range!of!community!use!is!envisaged!to!take!advantage!of!the!facilities!offered!
within!the!Academy,!namely!the!Main!Hall,!Lecture!Theatre,!Activity!Studio,!workshops,!state!of! the!art! learning!
spaces.!The!internal!planning!has!been!designed!such!that!the!more!public!facilities!are!located!close!to!the!main!
entrance!while!the!more!sensitive!areas!of!the!Academy!can!be!locked!off.!
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2.3  Planning Policy

A number of consultations have taken place with WCC Planning Department to discuss the proposals. A letter 
of comfort based on an outline business case was issued by the Planning Department in November 2008, this 
highlighted the key planning risks. The information contained within this planning submission responds to these 
risks.

The accompanying Planning Statement outlines the planning history of the site and gives detail on the relevant 
national and regional planning policy guidance, as well as the policies and provisions of the development plan. 

view from east of site looking northwards (Prosser St School shown on the horizon centre left)

! g. 4 Bilston Urban Village masterplan
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2.0     Assessment

view from east of site looking westwards (Prosser St School shown on the horizon centre right)

view from west of site looking eastwards (existing sports hall shown on the horizon left)

view from north of site looking southwards (roof of existing science block in foreground)

view from south of site looking northwards
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3.0     Design Proposal

3.1  Design Process

Throughout the design development a robust user consultation process has been used to ensure that all design 
proposals are reviewed, tested and re! ned, so that the developed design as far as possible addresses the practical 
and educational issues, as well as providing a strong architectural design. This has included many consultations with 
the senior management team, as well as sessions with the students, teacher groups, council advisors, neighbouring 
properties, and members of the local community. Further detail of these engagements are included within the 
Statement of Community Involvement.

3.2 Proposed Design

The site for the new South Wolverhampton & Bilston Academy has great potential. Superb views are afforded to the 
southwest, while there is an element of calm and protection created by the surrounding bunded land and mature 
vegetation. 

The site area of 5.7 Ha is, however, constricted (as a result of the buried mineshafts and changes in level). This 
provides a challenge in meeting the relevant BB98 / Sport England guidance and car parking requirements of the 
Authority Brief. Our proposal envisages the demolition of the Prosser St School thereby alleviating much of the area 
pressures – as mentioned previously, a detailed options appraisal study of the Prosser St buildings accompanies 
this application. 

As a consequence, the upper plateau has been designed to maximise sport and recreation provision: " oodlit all 
weather pitch and hard play area. Additional sports pitches and athletics facilities will be located in the lower southern 
part of the site, while social areas and external teaching zones will be located to the centre of the site and habitat 
areas to the perimeter.

Siting of Academy Building

The Academy is positioned on the old tennis courts, addressing Nettlefolds Way and Dudley St, the most public 
frontage of the site. Thus giving the Academy a civic presence within the proposed Bilston Urban Village and 
mirroring the strategy adopted by the neighbouring Leisure Centre (ref. ! g. 5). 

Importantly, this area is understood to be clear of restrictive deep mineshafts and therefore developable.
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3.0     Design Proposal

 !g.!5!diagram!showing!Academy!form!and!relationships

This!location!also!limits!the!distance!between!the!Academy!and!the!Leisure!Centre!sports!facilities!(the!Academy!
has!no!large!sports!hall!and!as!part!of!the!curriculum!will!use!the!Leisure!Centre!Hall).!Furthermore,! it!provides!
a! substantial! separating! distance! between! the!Academy! and! Linton! Croft! and!A463,! bene !tting! views,! privacy,!
acoustic!disturbance,!and!air!quality!for!all!parties.!!

Orientation!of!a!school!building!is!crucial!in!terms!of!its!long!term!environmental!performance!and!the!usability!of!its!
spaces.!An!east!west!orientation!has!been!adopted!to!limit!glare!and!allows!solar!gain!to!be!easily!treated.!It!also!
maximises!the!exceptional!views!to!the!south!west!of!the!site.

Form of Academy Building

The!Academy!is!a!compact!4!storey!building.!This!has!a!number!of!advantages:
-!it!means!a!small!built!footprint,!leaving!more!of!the!constricted!site!to!be!used!for!outdoor!uses;
-!!it!minimises!the!amount!of!envelope!material!required,!bene !tting!the!limited!budget!and!bene !tting!the!environment;
-!it!minimises!heat!loss!and!heat!gain!and!heating!requirements,!bene !tting!whole!life!costs!and!bene !tting!the!!!!!!!
!!environment;
-!it!responds!to!the!macro-context:!the!immediate!neighbours!of!the!Leisure!Centre!and!Morrisons!superstore!are!!!!!!
!!also!large!object!forms,!a!sprawling!dispersed!Academy!would!lack!civic!impact!when!placed!beside!these.

It!is!worth!noting!that!the!Academy!utilises!the!level!differences!of!the!site!by!cutting!into!the!verge!adjacent!Dudley!
St!and!thereby!giving!the!appearance!of!a!3!storey!building!to!the!public.!It!will!also!be!lower!in!height!than!the!
adjacent!Leisure!Centre.
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3.0     Design Proposal

    
 

       ! g. 6 partially completed ‘Jenga’ game 

To avoid the expression of the Academy becoming too boxlike, too regular and institutional, the designs have eroded 
the form by pushing and pulling elements to create protrusions and recesses, very much akin to a partially complete 
game of ‘Jenga’ (ref. ! g.6+7). This adds playfulness to the Academys expression, permitting chance encounters, 
aiding passive supervision, creating interesting views and drama both internally and externally, while also instilling a 
more human scale to the Academy when in close proximity. This breaking down also lends the Academy a legibility 
missing from the neighbouring blank box of Morrisons, in that one is able to understand the size of a classroom, the 
location of a skills zone, the relationship of the activity studio to the changing rooms, helping visitors to orientate 
and ! nd their way around.

Internal Planning

! g. 8 ‘conceptual considerations’ diagram SWABA educational brief

The internal planning of the building has been developed from the aspirations of the Educational Brief and the 
consultation process with the Academy (ref. ! g.8). The innovative model shows a central dining area and lecture 
theatre surrounded by 4 ‘skills zones’ independently serving 4 curriculum suites, resulting in a helical organisational 
diagram (ref. ! g.9).

! g. 7 Japanese house showing legibility + visual 
intrigue
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3.0     Design Proposal

              
  !g.10! organisational! diagram! showing! ‘helical’!
connections!between!curriculum!suites!+!plateaus!of!
landscape

The!4!‘skill!zones’!have!been!distributed!one!per!"!oor!forming!a!series!of!plateaus,!creating!an!internal!‘learning!
landscape’!very!much!in!line!with!the!overall!site!strategy!(ref.! !g.11).

Each!‘skill!zone’!is!to!be!themed!and!to!have!its!own!unique!characteristics!in!terms!of!its!planning!and!design!and!
indeed!its!orientation:!one!skill!zone!is!north!facing,!another!east,!another!west,!and!the!last!south!–!giving!different!
views!and!levels!of!daylight!to!each!(ref.! !g.12).

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!
 !g.12!diagram!of!differing!skills!zones!and!relationships!
with!main!hall!and!lecture!theatre

!!!!!!!!!!!!! !g.13!central!service!spine

Following!guidance!from!the!client!consultations,!the!‘Jenga’!motif!of!pushing!and!pulling!elements!used!externally!
has!also!been!incorporated!internally!to!aid!acoustic!and!visual!separation,!and!to!break!down!the!regularity!and!
perceived!sterility!of!the!initial!designs!for!the!central!area.!A!central!spine!with!key!services!easily!accessible!from!
all!departments!acts!as!a!central!reference!point!and!navigational!tool!(ref.! !g.13).

 !g.11!initial!organisational!diagram!of!‘skills!zones’
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3.0     Design Proposal

As each ‘skill zone’ deepens, so does the level of acoustic sensitivity, privacy from the public and educational 
formality: thus within the skill zone, snack areas lead to locker spaces, which lead to presentation areas, which 
lead to learning resource areas. Similarly, the more generic classrooms which may breakout to the ‘skills zones’ are 
grouped in close proximity to the ‘skill zone’, while the more speci! c and formal classrooms will be located further 
away (that said, a further advantage of a compact building form is that all areas are in relative close proximity to 
one another (ref. ! g.14)). Each ‘skill zone’ will also have connections back to the outdoors, gaining views, natural 
daylight and ventilation.

! g.14 early diagram of idealised ‘skills zone’ organisation

The community use areas of the building have largely been grouped close to the entrance. The rooms which don’t 
necessarily need natural ventilation or daylight have largely been grouped to the central areas and around the 
garden level retaining wall. The rooms which will require deliveries have largely been grouped on garden level 
towards the delivery drop-off point.

Importantly, vertical as well as horizontal adjacencies have been incorporated into the plans and sections to help 
interweave practical and theory based areas, and cellular and open areas, and to create recognisable departmental 
centres of gravity (ref. ! g.15).

! g.15 vertically stacked adjacency diagram
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garden level:
Engineering and science have been partially located on the lowest level in response to the weight of machinery 
required, the need for deliveries and the avoidance of noise and vibration distributing to other departments. Food 
technology is also located here, giving good adjacencies to the kitchen, dining and delivery area. Similarly, the 
Academy have asked that the dining area be capable of spilling out into the landscape, and to be close to the main 
hall. The dining area is also located adjacent to the ‘skills zone’ allowing the dining to be utilised effectively in non-
dining hours, and allowing the ‘skills zone’ to conjoin with the dining when large functions occur. A clear demarcation 
between dining and skills zone will exist at times when the spaces are being used for separate activities. Furthermore, 
the dining area will be broken down in to formal and informal areas, with a ‘privileged’ restaurant area to reward 
student achievement and behaviour. Changing areas are also on the garden level adjacent to the activity studio and 
main hall, but also to the external playing ! elds.

level 1:
The main entrance is located on level 1, adjacent the upper level of the engineering and science department. The 
engineering specialism will be showcased to the public through a large glass frontage looking on to Dudley St. 
Maths and english are of particular signi! cance to the Academy and as such are also located on the entry level.

level 2:
The lecture theatre straddles between levels 2 and 3, however its central position and distinctive raked form mean it 
is visible from, and in close proximity to all curriculum suites. Maths and english classes are stacked above those of 
level 1, while horizontal adjacencies with the humanities departments are created. SEN accommodation is located 
close to the ‘skills zone’ and above the main entrance in order to ensure that it is an integral part of the Academy, 
and not isolated or stigmatised.

level 3: 
The top " oor has the bene! t of the best views, opportunities for roof lights and a degree of acoustic separation. For 
these reasons we have located the music and art departments here (“closest to the Gods”). Similarly, the staff room 
and sixth form have good views and the potential for external roof terraces. The sixth form is seen as a desirable 
space which students will aspire to occupy.

             

! g.17 exploded axonometric sketch of 'shed'

 
 

! g.16 example of engineering ‘shed’
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3.0     Design Proposal

Experience of the Academy

The form of the Academy will be instantly recognisable when approaching from Nettlefolds Way or Dudley St. It 
responds to the statement “a modern, ‘contemporary’ approach is to be preferred over any attempt at mirroring a 
traditional style, or period, of architecture” expressed within the Statement of Local Planning Authority Requirements. 

The envelope cladding is comprised of timber and glass, orientated vertically and juxtaposed against the expressed 
horizontal ! oor slabs. This is combined with recessed and protruding volumes to give a balanced, yet animated 
composition. Timber has been selected for a number of reasons: it helps continue the appearance of the natural 
boundary created by the mature vegetation; its sustainable properties help promote the Academys environmental 
agenda; it ages better than many modern materials; and it helps soften and lighten the visual impact of this large 
building, particularly when viewed at close quarters. A durable timber will be speci" ed and robustly detailed to limit 
future maintenance and deterioration of appearance.   

The materials palette has been limited to timber and glazing in order to respond to the copper volume of the adjacent 
Leisure Centre, and to avoid fragmenting and diluting the civic presence the building has.

A protrusion to the front facade clearly signals the main entrance, while large openings in the adjacent facade 
provide a shop window to the engineering department (ref. " g.18).

" g.18 sketch perspective of approach from Dudley St

On entering, one will be greeted by a light, welcoming reception area, and be able to view in to the double height 
volume of the engineering ‘shed’. The shed will seek to emulate the environment of an engineering workshop, with 
the more practical spaces on the lower level and discussion and group work areas on the platforms (ref. " g.16+17).
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In addition, a generous circulation route leads axially through the Academy to an external view in the distance, thus 
providing a navigating device aiding way! nding. Progressing along this route, one is afforded points of interest – 
views in to the double height volumes of the main hall and activity studio – before entering the light ! lled central 
space, with lecture theatre above double height ‘skills zone’ in front, double height ‘skills zone’ to the right and grand 
stairs to the left.  

Following consultations, we have sought to break down the central area to ensure noise is kept to a dampened 
workmanlike hum allowing visual signs of activity and interest, but such that disruption and distraction can be limited. 
Whist within the central area there are regular views back to the outside and also to the sky through considered 
openings.

The various plateaus along the central space are connected via three grand stairs, which in addition to providing 
circulation give points of rest suitable for presentation and socialising. These stairs are also seen as an opportunity 
to promote ! tness and exercise, tallying with the specialism of medical health (ref. ! g.19).

! g.19 precedent of grand stairs, Hellerup Skole, Copenhagen

Corridors have been minimised in favour of circulation spaces which also enable meeting, gathering and working 
opportunities. Circulation zones have been staggered to limit the vertiginous feeling often encountered when within 
buildings of 4 storeys or more. 
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MAST Accommodation

The Brief has been expanded to include a Multi Agency Support Team unit – one of a number of such centres to be 
located throughout Wolverhampton. Consultation with the MAST team has taken place and our proposal shows a 
2 storey adjunct off the main entrance to the Academy, clearly visible from the road and joined via a link corridor to 
the Academy reception.

A two storey building again means a smaller footprint leaving more of the site for external uses, giving ef! ciencies, 
and importantly allowing a clear separation between public and private areas: public being on the entry level, and 
private staff of! ce on the upper level, with a link to the adjacent SEN accommodation and lift within the Academy. 

proposed aerial view of site from south looking northward
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3.3  Education Transformation

The Strategic Educational Design Brief (SEDB), Authority Brief and numerous consultations have made clear the 
innovative and inspiring nature of the education to be offered at the Academy. In turn our design concept seeks 
to match these aspirations by providing transformational teaching spaces that allow for imaginative alternatives to 
traditional pedagogical methods. 

Through our engagements with the Academy we have learnt that their vision is to provide a learning environment 
where achievement is recognised and celebrated; where emphasis is placed on continuity and progression especially 
in relation to core skills; where personalised learning programmes are developed; where children are appropriately 
challenged and appropriately supported; and where a broad range of meaningful learning experiences are provided 
to allow children to develop the necessary life skills to lead as independent a life as possible.

The developed design supports a personalised, stimulating and varied curriculum. It provides teaching and learning 
spaces for the promotion of healthy lifestyles, places for experiential exploration – internally and externally, for art, 
performance, reading, observation, music, structured learning, presentation, recording, and design and making 
through its engineering specialism. The design supports the move from a predominantly subject based approach to 
more thematic skills based opportunities, and has the ability to accommodate smaller focussed groups helping the 
development of intensive strategies to support literacy and numeracy.

An independent working area for a Multi-Agency Support Team has been introduced into the brief. This suite of 
accommodation of approximately 300m² has been located close to the main entrance for easy public access and 
adjacent to a series of SEN related spaces at ! rst " oor level. This additional facility will provide extra support for the 
wider community and students with particular special needs.

From the outset, our designs have been developed and informed by both ICT and FFE, not only to ensure that 
the design was fully co-ordinated, but to open up every opportunity to explore innovative solutions, stretching the 
possibilities from within the class bases but also in the specialist spaces.

ÒPracticalÓ

ÒPreparationÓ ÒProcessÓ

Learner

KN
O

W
LE

D
G

E K
N

O
W

LE
D

G
E

KNOWLEDGE

CURRICULUM

CURRICULUM

Functional Skills

Core Thinking 
Skills

Emotional 
Intelligence 

Skills

! g.20 learning and teaching principles diagram (extract from SEDB)
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3.4  Amount of Development Proposed

The proposal is for a compact 4 storey building with gross internal ! oor area of 11,580m² inclusive of external 
storage areas (in line with the area requirements outlined in Building Bulletin 98 for a 1200 pupil school). The garden 
level footprint of the building covers an area of 3382m².

3.5  Scale and Massing

The building is a compact rectilinear form, four storeys high with rooftop parapet and screening for rooftop plant, 
although it should be noted that the lowest level is embedded within the perimeter bunding and therefore invisible 
from the public along Dudley St and Nettlefolds Way and giving the appearance of a three storey building. 

There is little immediate built context other than the large object forms of Morrisons superstore and the proposed 
Bilston Leisure Centre. As such, the scale and massing of the Academy responds to these, making it a visible 
feature from the proposed pedestrian boulevard linking back to Bilston town centre. 

In addition to this, various design decisions have been made to imbue the facades of the Academy with a necessary 
civic presence for this environment – indeed, the need for such built stature will become more prevalent as the 
urban village is realised.

3.6 Landscape

The landscape design aims to create a setting for the building that enhances the feeling of synergy and movement 
between architecture, landscape and its surrounding context whilst working within the site constraints and 
opportunities. The approach has been strongly in! uenced by the existing site conditions and the relationship 
between the new Academy and the adjacent Bilston Leisure Centre.

Site access / egress 

The site plan responds to the site access / egress responsibilities in a number of ways that facilitate a mixed mode 
of transportation and encourages both community and extended use:

Pupil access -

The pupil access is located off Dudley Street within the Academy grounds in the form of an entrance forecourt. The 
forecourt forms a distinct and safe route directing pupils towards the main building entrance. The legibility of this 
route is denoted through tree planting and the use of surface materials, creating a safe pedestrian / cyclist priority 
space.

Visitor access -

Visitor car parking is provided within the Academy grounds, south of the new Academy, off Dudley Street. The layout 
utilises the existing vehicular entrance in the south east corner of the boundary. To control the vehicular movement 
in this location a controlled vehicular gate will be required to prevent unauthorised access to the Academy site. The 
visitor parking is conveniently located in line with the frontage of the building and a direct and legible route from the 
parking to the main entrance is provided in the form of the pedestrian forecourt. 
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Staff access -

Staff access is to the north of the site and is primarily a vehicular entrance. The proposed vehicular route tacks 
onto the existing hammerhead off Prosser Street and once within the Academy grounds drops down to Garden 
level encompassing the steep level changes. The car parking is positioned in close proximity to the Academy to 
allow ease of access for staff at garden level, plus having the future potential to provide overspill for Bilston Leisure 
Centre, out of school hours. 

Legend

Red line boundary

SWABA Main Entrance Pupil & 
Visitor

MAST entrance

Secondary entrance (Staff)

External teaching spill out

Vehicular entrance

Pupil movement

Delivery / service access 

Staff Car parking

Delivery / service area

Bus drop off (3 mini coaches)

Cross Country Trail

Cycle Store (120 cycle provision) 

Staff Parking area (140)

Visitor Parking area (8)

Disabled Parking area (8)

Staff movement

Visitor movement

Cyclist movement

School Entrances

Teaching Spill Out

Car Parking

Vehicular Movement

Entrance Movement

Miscellaneous 

1

1

2

3

2

3

100 Car 
parking 
spaces

40 Car 
parking 
spaces

4 
Disabled

4 
Disabled

Maintenance 
access to sports 

pitches

N

LEISURE CENTRE

ACADEMY
 FOOTPRINT

Playing 
Fields

All Weather 
Pitch

MUGA

Delivery / 
service yard

Entrances

The best approach to school entrances is to make them distinctive and easily identi! able, whilst promoting the 
space to the front of the entrance as semi public for both school and community use. Speci! c features of our 
entrance solution include:

Entrance forecourt & main pupil / visitor entrance – 

Distinct, directional north / south entrance forecourt. This route is distinctive and, at 8 metres wide, creates a strong 
axis towards the Academy for pedestrians, cyclists and visitors, due to its high visibility. The Academy building 
facade acts as the secure boundary providing a semi public entrance space that is inviting and welcoming for 
visitors and community use.

! g.21 site access diagram
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Main teacher entrance –

There is a separate teacher entrance on the north edge of the building at garden level. The entrance is de! ned by 
an opening in the planting bed along this frontage and block paving extends across the car park to draw people into 
the building whilst acting as a speed deterrent to vehicles moving through the car park.

In addressing entrances, it is recognised that services, maintenance, emergency and other operations need to be 
considered. These are identi! ed below -

Maintenance of Academy grounds – an access route is provided from the existing road which runs parallel to the 
Academies western perimeter.

Services and miscellaneous deliveries (Refuge, Energy, kitchens) – Service and delivery access is provided 
directly off the Leisure Centre service road off Prosser Street. The proposed vehicular route will enter the site on 
the northern boundary dropping down to Garden Level, thus encompassing the steep level changes. The service/ 
delivery area is located in the north eastern corner of the site, separate from school activity avoiding pedestrian 
con" ict at all times and de! ned by appropriate boundary treatment. The service area location allows deliveries to 
be managed in one secure area, screened and enclosed by planted embankments, minimising the possible visual 
effects to the Leisure Centre.

Minibus drop off  – a bus drop off is provided within the Academy boundary. Access is provided directly off Dudley 
Street in the south eastern corner of the site utilising the existing vehicular entrance points. The location allows 
pupils to be safely and conveniently dropped off within the Academy grounds. The pupils once dropped off proceed 
along the pedestrian forecourt towards the Academy main entrance.

Fire brigade access / emergency access –  this is part of the overall ! re strategy and the staff and delivery 
access route in the north will serve the Academy garden level. The minibus, visitor and disabled access route within 
Academy grounds, off Dudley Street, will serve Level 1, including the main entrance and MAST accommodation. 

Way! nding and signage

We have approached this subject through two layers; spacial design and signage. Our starting point is to make key 
entrances and movement routes highly distinctive and legible. To consider this matter in detail the individual site 
users need to be considered:

Pupils – 

SWABA pupils predominantly arrive by foot or by bus. Both of these modes of transport collect into the north / south 
directional entrance boulevard, with a clear and distinct route to the Academy entrance. The entrance boulevard is 
wide and uninterrupted guiding pupils directly towards the main entrance safely within the con! nes of the Academy 
grounds.  Further legibility of the entrance route is expressed through landscape elements including lines of semi 
mature trees, formal hedge planting and block paving which all assist in the arrival experience.

Staff –  

Staff have a separate entrance which is located adjacent to the staff car parking on the garden level in the north of 
the site. The car parking is oriented to direct teachers towards the secondary entrance. Block paving is extended 
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from the entrance into the car park to guide people into the space and form a safe crossing point making vehicles 
aware of pedestrian movement.

Visitors – 

Visitor car parking will be sign posted and accessed off Dudley street within the Academy grounds. The route from 
visitor parking to the Academy main entrance is well de! ned by the entrance boulevard.
 
Deliveries – 

Service and delivery access is provided directly off the Leisure Centre service road off Prosser Street. The route 
directs deliveries through the staff car park into a secure service area to the rear of the Academy.

Maintenance –  

The Academy building and playing ! elds will be maintained, with access provided from the existing access route 
which runs adjacent to the western boundary. A level and unobstructed route around the building perimeter is 
provided to allow maintenance access to the building facade as necessary.

Disabled – 

Disabled parking is provided to the main Academy entrance within the grounds off Dudley Street within the pedestrian 
boulevard as well as an additional provision in the staff car park (access to the staff entrance). The parking is within 
50m of the building entrance for ease of access.

How external spaces will facilitate outdoor activities and learning both formally and informally including 
social spaces:

We recognise that opportunities for external learning go much further than the provision of external classroom spaces, 
the landscape surrounding the Academy offers great opportunities for students to interact with their environment 
and to learn from the encounter. Consequently the landscape has been designed and organised in such a way 
as to support and enhance the learning within the building. Adjacencies with internal learning spaces have been 
established where possible offering a wide range of learning opportunities to the students within the  skills zones.

Social Recreation Courtyard – 

The Academies main courtyard is accessed to the rear of the building from the skills and dining area at Garden 
Level. The space can be used for a variety of events including gathering, socialising, exhibitions and performances 
plus providing a place for pupils during break time or in the morning before the Academy day starts. The south facing 
courtyard features tree planting, canopy sails, and seating which provides pupils with shade and shelter from the 
seasonal elements.

Skills & Learning Courtyards – 

These areas are accessed directly from the garden level classrooms and provide an outdoor " exible classroom, 
with an assorted arrangement of learning courtyards for a variety of teaching uses. There are small intimate 
spaces designed for group discussions, larger spaces for presentations and performance, plus a D&T courtyard 
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for associated activities. The skills and learning courtyards have inward facing seating enclosed by formal hedge 
planting to ensure a strong relationship between the classrooms including in places canopy structures to provide 
shade.

Learning Garden – 

The allotments are accessed directly from the Food Technology classrooms and feature allotment beds for growing 
herbs, vegetables and ! owers. The role of the productive landscape is a signi" cant educational resource, dealing 
with issues such as plant rotation, soil depths and water levels as well as providing produce for community markets. 
Glass sided compost bins would allow the decomposition and breakdown of material to be both visible and 
measureable. 

Recreation Sports Terrace – 

The elevated sports terrace provides a valuable facility for Academy and community use. The space groups sport 
and recreation associated facilities in one location for ease of use and its elevated position separate from the 
Academy avoids disruption to the learning zones. The terrace includes an All Weather Hockey Pitch, Multi Use 
Games Area and hard recreation space to play.

Ecology and Wetland Habitat – 

The proposed SUD’s pond to the west of the academy will provide a drainage resource as well as a valuable 
learning resource. The space provides a secure, supervised ecological area featuring woodland glades, wild! ower 
areas and marginal aquatic planting to facilitate ecological led learning (such as pond dipping, monitoring water 
levels, temperature and pond species). Further native tree and shrub planting is proposed around the academies 
perimeter, creating a further ecological resource.

3.7  Public Art Planning Statement

A series of consultations have taken place with the public art team to establish a route forward in delivering the %4art 
programme in relation to UDP Policy D14. This allocates 1% of the construction budget to be invested in public art in 
a thoughtful and integrated manner, threaded into the design and delivery of education in the Academy, as opposed 
to the late commissioning of an item of ‘plonk art’. Further consultations with the public art team concerning the 
actual installations are programmed to include student involvement, and as such will extend the students learning 
opportunities and sense of belonging to the Academy. 

The Public Art Statement is included within the Planning Application as a separate volume.
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4.1 Access Overview

The building design and site layout have been developed to facilitate convenient and safe access to all facilities for 
all building users, regardless of special needs, disability, and familiarity with the site. It supports good accessibility 
for pedestrians, cyclists, and those using cars and public transport. It conforms to current legislative requirements 
and best practice guidance. 

A draft Travel Plan and Transport Impact Assessment also form part of this planning application submission.

4.2 Vehicular Access and Transport Links 

Access to the staff car park and service and delivery areas will be from the existing hammerhead on Prosser St, 
accessed directly from the westbound carriageway of the A463, and via a dedicated right turning lane from the 
eastbound side of the dual carriageway. 

The staff car park will also act as out of school hours car park for community use of the building and facilities. 
Additional staff parking is located further along Prosser St to the north of the All Weather Pitch, which is also 
conveniently sited for community use of the All Weather Pitch. 

The main visitor and disabled parking bays, and coach drop-off are located off Dudley St in close proximity to the 
main entrance (there is potential for this drop-off to also be used by coaches serving the Leisure Centre) (ref. ! g.18). 

Good bus and Metro connections exist a short distance to the east of the site. 

4.3 Pedestrian Access and Egress

The main public and student entrance to the Academy is accessed from a clearly de! ned, hard standing forecourt. 
The entrance is clearly signalled as a protruding glass volume which projects beyond the building line and into the 
forecourt area. 

A secondary secure entrance point has been created to the north facade, adjacent the staff car park. 

Nearby disabled parking spaces are provided with clear demarcations and level access routes.

4.4 Inclusive Access

Our design approach with regards to inclusion is to try to ensure that all interior and exterior spaces are as 
comfortable and enjoyable as they can be for all building users, regardless of their particular needs. Interior spaces 
which are generous, characterful, naturally lit, with good outside views, are supplemented by a wide diversity of 
external environments. To the extent that the new built environment provides suitable and delightful places to learn 
in: all bene! t, and all are included.

However, additional speci! c measures have been introduced. All areas are fully accessible for wheelchair users, 
despite the split level in the site. The SEN spaces have been strategically placed near the main entrance allowing, 
for instance, visiting professionals to readily access these.
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Each curriculum suite has a diverse range of spaces: for large-group gathering, cellular and open plan class bases, 
and small group cellular rooms and open-plan areas. These spaces also range across formal learning spaces to 
informal areas for group discussions and socialising. They are supplemented by outdoor learning spaces; this 
means that the particular special needs of any students can generally be addressed within the learning zone: where 
a student needs 1:1 support, this is available without leaving the curriculum suite.

All signage, including way! nding as described above, will be developed to be inclusive, so that all building users can 
access readily the information they need.

The Academy has been designed to ensure all students, teachers and members of the community can use the 
building and landscape in an ef! cient, effective and enjoyable manner. This access will be without discrimination 
in an environment that is safe and secure. To achieve this, care has been taken to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act and best practice guidance. There has been particular focus on following the provisions 
for the full range of disabilities and diversity anticipated at the Academy.

The Academy is designed to comply with all relevant parts of the Building Regulations and to meet the requirements 
of the DDA to provide access for all. Entrances into the building will have level thresholds and the main entrance 
at ground level will have powered doors. A dedicated eight-person passenger lift has been included to ensure that 
accessibility for all is provided across the whole Academy.

In all cases primary horizontal routes internally are accessible and these lead to vertical circulation. In addition to 
a lift has been provided, however, this is not intended for use in the event of a ! re. Instead, safe disabled refuges 
will be provided in protected stairwells to allow for evacuation by the ! re brigade for any users unable to negotiate 
the stairs.

Doors will meet the following standards:

• All doors will have a minimum door leaf dimension of 926mm

• Doors on ! re compartment lines and in corridors will be on hold open devices, and will automatically release 
 in a ! re. We have worked on the basis that in case of ! re the students will be assisted during the evacuation.

• Non-powered external doors ! tted with self-closing devices, we have worked on the basis that the use of 
 these doors will be managed by the teaching staff and that the higher opening forces will therefore not   
 disadvantage weaker pupils

• All doors will have DDA compliant vision panels, unless it is inconvenient, due to a requirement for security 
 or privacy

• Suitable lever handle door furniture will be used for doors not on main circulation routes. The lever handles 
 will be operable without having to fully grip the handle. Care will be taken in the selection of security and ! re 
 exit ! ttings to ensure that they will be manageable for all users

• All door furniture will contrast in colour and luminance with the surface of the door, for easy identi! cation by 
 visually impaired people
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Each and every toilet core will have an accessible cubicle. Toilet provisions are in accordance with standard ‘Doc 
M’ layouts and have been provided in all WC cores. Alternative left and right hand layouts will be distributed evenly 
throughout the scheme. All showers are level deck accessible showers to avoid potential discrimination. 

The building design development will consider the need for additional ancillary aids that are part of the building 
fabric. This may include alarm sounders and ! ashing beacons, possibly supported by vibrating pagers, to alert 
occupants in the event of a " re. Built in-hearing loops in key locations will also be considered if appropriate. It is 
suggested that this is supported by management and operation of the building should also incorporate additional 
measures such as large print brochures, portable hearing loops and other miscellaneous items to be identi" ed 
under the client’s Management policy. 

Our " xed furniture and equipment will include variable height desking in every teaching space. 

Interior colour schemes and lighting will be developed to assist visually-impaired building users, and avoid glare, 
and to be sensitive to the speci" c needs of all users.

4.5   Conformance to Legislation

The government’s recent legislative changes actively promote the inclusion of students with special educational 
needs and disabilities within primary, secondary, higher and further education and in full-time, part-time, vocational 
or academic courses. The philosophy of the DDA and SENDA is that disabled people should be able to use any 
service or function provided within a building or school grounds constituting the school environment. The DDA is 
an evolving piece of legislation which, given changes in expectation, case law and new technological advances will 
require service providers, educators and employers to re-evaluate their premises and management procedures 
continually. With many different activities taking place at different times of the day, educational establishments are 
often complex multi-use places. The schools will have many demands made of it by a wide constituency of users 
and it therefore needs to be ! exible.

Recent changes to the DDA require that statutory authorities and those who complete works on their behalf should 
not only meet the requirements of the DDA but also promote equality, and if necessary, ‘even where that involves 
treating disabled people more favourably than other people’ (s49A(d)). It is also recognised that it requires all those 
who ‘stand in the shoes’ of the authority in carrying out a public function on their behalf to ful" l this obligation. It is 
with this aspect in mind that the design has been developed, not only regarding current regulatory requirements but 
also future ! exibility.

Currently, there are no absolute technical criteria against which DDA matters can be judged. As part of the detailed 
design process, therefore, we will meet with Wolverhampton City Councils Access Of" cer to ensure that their 
requirements are incorporated.

The design of the whole school will aim to meet the current statutory requirements of Building Regulations Part M 
and will re! ect good practice guidance within the limits of the site and brief. Our intention is to provide a design 
which meets the current requirements of the legislation for the provision of services, education and employment. The 
following current statutory legislation, good practice and regulatory documents were used as part of this evaluation.

• Disability Discrimination Act 2005 (DDA)
• Approved documents Part M and B of the Building Regulations
• BS 8300:2009+A1:2010 Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled people 



27

4.0     Access

 - Code of Practice 
• Department of Transport – Inclusive Mobility
• ‘Planning and Access for Disabled People - A Good Practice Guide’ by ODPM
• Dulux – Colour and Contrast: A design guide for the use of colour and contrast to improve the built   
 environment for visually impaired people
• JMU Access Partnership/Sign Design Society – Sign Design Guide
• Fire Safety, risk assessment ‘Means of Escape for Disabled People’
• Building Bulletins

4.6   External Access Design

The site is characterised by a series of plateaus at different levels however universal access will be provided to 
all areas. As such, level access to principal entrances from disabled parking spaces will be provided. All external 
areas within the school grounds have been designed as fully accessible spaces with any stepped access having an 
adjacent sloped footpath to cater for all students and visitors with restricted mobility. Materials and colours will be 
carefully chosen to create a comfortable and easily useable environment for visually impaired people. Accessible 
parking bays for disabled visitors will be provided to allow access to the main entrance. Wide parking bays will be 
allocated to any member of the staff who is disabled as near as possible to the staff entrance into the building. 

We have also carefully considered the pedestrian access across the whole site. Routes connect all parts of the site 
gradually to allow for all, including wheelchair users, to use the route comfortably and conveniently. Generally, these 
are achieved by using slopes of less than 1:20; where the slope is greater – handrails; edge detailing and slopes 
fully meet all DDA and Building Regulations requirements.

All main external pathways will be a minimum of 1800mm wide and have a suitable surface for wheelchairs. All 
planting arrangements will ensure that 2.1m clear headroom is provided to pathways. Seating will be provided in 
appropriate locations.

The landscape works will be implemented with a range of surfacing materials. This will create a number of textural 
and colour effects thus providing orientation and legible access routes throughout the campus. Colours in general 
will relate to the materials used on the building. Below a level of 2.1 metres windows will not open further than 
100mm from the front face of the building, and therefore additional protection will not be called for. All externally
opening doors, other than those only used in a ! re situation will have protection as required by Part M.

The simplicity of the interconnecting routes and the closeness of the teaching accommodation helps accessibility 
for all, whether able-bodied or those with disabilities.

A secure boundary is provided between the service area and the surrounding pupil areas, for maintenance, a level 
unobstructed route around the building allows maintenance personal to access the building facades as necessary.

4.7   Way! nding

Full design of the way! nding and signage will be developed during detailed design. Key principles of the way! nding 
design will be as follows:
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i) Way! nding has been designed to be as intuitive as possible, by designing to provide clear and logical   
 circulation, providing a substantial amount of external views along internal circulation routes.

ii) Ensuring that the signage and way! nding is consistent across the whole Academy.

iii) Giving full consideration to all building users with their varying familiarity with the range of accommodation: 
 from staff and students who use the Academy every day, to infrequent community users of out-of-hours   
 facilities.

iv) Through detailed client consultation ensuring that the character of the way! nding re" ects the ethos of the   
 Academy

v) Ensuring that way! nding and signage supports the Academys pedagogy and is suf! ciently " exible to   
 adapt to future changes

vi) Providing a robust and long-life signage set

vii) We will work with the Academy to develop signage which is inclusive for building users of differing   
 cultures, faiths and languages.

4.8 Security Strategy

The design recognises the importance of security in a school environment and has exploited all opportunities to 
mitigate the risks in an unobtrusive but robust way. In formulating our strategy we have met and consulted with the 
Wolverhampton Police Architectural Liaison Of! cer and our proposed security provision is designed to meet the 
identi! ed risks for the area. 

The frontage of the buildings and the adjacent fencing combine to deliver a robust line of defence and forms the 
dividing line between the public entrance grounds and private areas of the school building and grounds when the 
school is both in and out of use. The single public entry visitor point into the Academy and the private area of the 
school grounds beyond is controlled from within the Academy. The Academy reception has an ‘air lock’ con! guration 
in the recess area affording staff the opportunity to verify the bona ! des of anyone attempting to enter the building 
before they are given any further access. This security is further enhanced by the provision of accessible interview 
and toilet facilities to avoid unnecessary access to the main core of the buildings.
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Existing boundary fencing to be assessed 
and upgraded where required

Frontage security - 1.8m vertical 
fencing

Existing brick wall and railings to be 
assessed and upgraded where required

Internal security 1.2m Bow top 
fencing & hedgerow

Gates - * Retain and reuse existing 
automated gates where possible

MUGA fencing 3.0m high to be 
determined by specialist

AWP fencing 5.0m high to be 
determined by specialist

Existing Boundary Treatment

Proposed Boundary Treatment

Miscellaneous 
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 !g.22!external!boundary!treatments

We!have!provided!wide!circulation!spaces!throughout!the!schools!and!have!avoided!blind!corridors!and!secluded!
areas!which!often!result!in!feelings!of!vulnerability.!The!resulting!open!space!combined!with!the!use!of!large!roo"!ight!
ensures!that!staff,!pupils!and!visitors!alike!have!clear!lines!of!sight!both!horizontally!and!vertically.!Moreover!the!
dispersed!distribution!and!aspect!of!the!staff!work!spaces!ensures!good!passive!surveillance!throughout!the!building!
ensuring!that!all!users!can!see!and!be!seen!and!will!not!feel!isolated!or!vulnerable.

We!have!grouped!the!potential!community!use!facilities!in!an!area!which!can!be!accessed!from!the!main!entrance!
and!serviced!by!the!main!reception!area!which!will!be!the!single!point!of!access!for!out!of!hours!use.!This!grouping!
ensures!that!the!facilities!can!be!reached!without!unnecessary!transit!through!unused!parts!of!the!building!which!
can!remain!secured.

The!physical!protection!of!the!building!will!be!delivered!through!the!use!of!doors,!windows!and!locks!of!approved!
security!standards! in!keeping!with! the!principles!of!Secured!by!Design!and!supported,!where!appropriate,!with!
technical! security! measures,! ensuring! that! the! opportunities! for! forced! or! unauthorised! entry! are! minimised.! In!
terms!of!technical!security!measures!the!buildings!will!be!provided!with!an!extensive!Intruder!Alarm!System!(IAS)!
meeting!the!requirements!of!BS!EN!50131!and!DD243!ensuring!that!any!alarm!receives!an!appropriate!level!of!
response.!An!Access!Control!System!(ACS)!will!be!deployed!to!meet!the!management!needs!of!the!Academy!and,!
where!appropriate,!CCTV!will!be!installed!to!support!both!the!ACS!and!IAS!provision.!All!of!the!technical!systems!
and!particularly!the!CCTV!will!be!designed!and!speci !ed!in!close!liaison!with!all!stakeholders!of!the!Academy,!from!
principal! to! insurers,! in!accordance!with! the!Home!Of !ce!Operational!Requirements!process! to!ensure! that! the!
systems!are!not!only!cost-effective!but!deliver!the!level!of!service!necessary!to!meet!the!identi !ed!risks.

Security!of!the!site!has!been!a!key!consideration!in!the!development!of!this!design!and!this!strategy!will!deliver!a!
feeling!of!safety!and!security!to!all!users!of!the!facility.!However,!it!is!not!limited!to!the!speci !c!areas!detailed!above,!
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and we have woven security into every aspect of the design which can be seen throughout this document and in 
doing so we have ensured that despite the strength of the defences they will be discrete and unobtrusive in their 
nature.

In summary, the building has been designed so that all who visit and use it will have the reassurance of feeling safe 
and secure at all times, so that no-one is inhibited in their legitimate use of the whole of the facilities of the site, whilst 
recognising the particular needs of the Academy.

4.9 Access Statement Summary

Accessibility legislation, with respect to educational buildings, places a great deal of responsibility on the educational 
providers. This Access Statement is intended to clarify the interpretation that the design and construction teams 
have placed on the DDA against the minimum requirements set out in Part M and best practice guidance. 
Accessibility legislation makes it clear that reasonableness is a key ingredient in determining what is to be done 
in each circumstance and for the function of the particular building. The statement therefore embodies what it is 
considered reasonable to provide and what mixture of built provision and support mechanisms is most practical. 
As time passes, the usual interpretation of what is reasonable changes and the Academy will need to be reviewed 
to re! ect this. However, in the current circumstances we consider that the proposals provide a ! exible, accessible, 
and manageable environment for all within the context of the brief and the site. We will support the Management 
and Operation of the building to endeavour to account for the needs of all users in gaining reasonable access to 
and enjoyment of the facilities, providing assistance where the need arises in accordance with the DDA. Whilst the 
physical design will be to an appropriate current standard for universal access, it is important to note that further 
special physical adjustment may be required during occupancy to suit any speci" c additional needs that arise.
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The documents listed below support this Design 
and Access Statement and are included within the 
Planning Application:

5.1 Planning statement
5.2 Statement of community involvement
5.3 Site investigation report
5.4 Topographical survey
5.5 Archaeological assessment
5.6 Public Art Strategy
5.7 Travel Assessment Report (includes Draft 

School Travel plan)
5.8 Environmental Statement & Sustainability 

Checklist
5.9 Arboricultural Survey
5.10 Flood Risk & Drainage Strategy
5.11 Target for Recruitment and Training Method 

Statement
5.12 Ecological assessment
5.13 Flue and Ventilation Study
5.14 Site Waste Management Plan
5.15 External Lighting Scheme (including MUGA 

floodlighting)
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