
Black Country SMR: Historic Buildings, Sites and Monuments  (Full  
20/10/03 

SMR Number Site Name 
8719 WATERMILL (SITE); BANKFIELD RD/BROOK TERRACE; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
WATERMILL Medieval to Post Medieval - 1066 AD to 1900 AD  DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

CORN MILL Medieval to Post Medieval - 1066 AD to 1900 AD  DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95029603 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 8719 

Description 
Bilston Mill stood on Bilston Brook, half mile SSW of parish church. Doc ref 1378 to Thomas Robbins giving 'Sir William  
Poort, ye priest of Bilston, & John Robbins one messuage, one watermill etc'. Doc ref c1383 - states that 'Robert Rowley,  
late of Bilston (miller) did in his lifetime surrender to James Perry & Thomas Smith those 2 dwellings etc.' Deed of 1553  
stated that Roger de Boverucks sold half of mill in Bilston to Adam Bate. Parish registers provide names of EC18 millers  
but make no distinction as to which mill ref to. 1818 - Edward Hickman named as corn miller at Bilston Mill. By 1834,  
'The Bread Company' had taken over at Bilston Mill. 1st ed 1" shows that line of stream had been moved. Water is now  
concealed in culvert but Brook St & Brook Terrace mark former position. {1}. doc ref 1746 - Benjamin Bickley had lease  
for moated property at Homers Fold (SMR 8732) & also 'close called Millcroft containing about 7 acres' & later on 'all that 
 mill lately stood, & which is now made & converted into a dwelling house, & all that parcel of land lately covered with  
water & used as pool to aforesaid late mill, but now converted into a meadow'. This land was 'bounded by brook S & E &  
has Dr Hope's land W & the millcroft N' {2}. watermill shown on Yates map 1775 marked as 'Bickleys Mill' on 1781 sketch,  
by which name it had been known for at least 14 yrs. Prob refs to mill in 1746 doc, since it has Bilston Brook to S & E.  
Cholera map shows 2 bldgs by brook, with foot road leading down to them. {3}{4}. Names list of chief tenants in Bilston  
1699 mentions rents for John Jesson for 'where his mill stands'. Which mill ref to is uncertain. {5} The brook appears not to 
 have served industry to any great extent, but it is believed that a corn mill existed near to the junction of Bankfield Raod 
 and Brook Terrace from at least the 14th centruy. (6) this ref no for earliest of 2 post med watermills that had gone out of  
use by mC18. Line of stream now totally obliterated - even altered new line. If Woolley Factory sits on site it can be  
reasonably located, prob still under playing fields. If in Brook St area thenmay have been affected by landscaping for  
Morrisons or building bunds around open space.{7} the brook that passes here was site of Bilston Watermill until pesent  
Coseley rd pushed through in favour of Union St route. It must have passed directly through old mill pool for area of road  
here for many years prone to flooding. {8} 
 
A watermill is recorded at Bilston from at least the 14th century and it is suggested that it lay on the Bilston Brook to the  
south of the town.  Its location has never been securely identified.  One view is that it lay towards the end of Brook Street  
(Dilworth).  Examination of maps (Yates) shows that by the latter part of the 18th century a watermill lay further west of  
this in the area later described as Woolley factory.  This stood on a leat on the north side of the Brook and is likely to  
have utilised water power.  In 1746 there is a reference to 'all that toft where an ancient corn mill lately stood and which  
is now converted into a dwelling house'  However, a reference to a functioning mill in 1748 with two overshot wheels  
indicates that there was a second mill and this is likely to be what is subsequently referred to as the Woollley factory. (7) 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Tame Mills of Staffs, , Dilworth D, 1976,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Enamels of the 18th century, , Cope Tom, ,  



(3) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(4) Map: Map of Co of Staffs, , Yates W, 1775,  
(5) Bibliographic reference: Hist of Bilston, , Lawley G, 1893,  
(6) Bibliographic reference: The Bilston Brook, 14.3; 49-52, Davies, Ron, 1981, 50 
(7) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  
(8) Bibliographic reference: Priestfield to Capponfield Railway Line, , Davies R, 1982, 15;4;18- 

Associated Events/Activities 
BL10 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  

Area 



SMR Number Site Name 
8733 POSS WATERMILL (SITE); W OF DUDLEY ST; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
WATERMILL Medieval to Post Medieval - 1066 AD to 1900 AD  

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94709580 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 8733 

Description 
A watermill is recorded at Bilston from at least the 14th century and it is suggested that it lay on the Bilston Brook to the  
south of the town.  Its location has never been securely identified.  One view is that it lay towards the end of Brook Street  
(Dilworth).  Examination of maps (Yates) shows that by the latter part of the 18th century a watermill lay further west of  
this in the area later described as Woolley factory (SMR 10642).  This stood on a leat on the north side of the Brook and  
is likely to have utilised water power.  In 1746 there is a reference to 'all that toft where an ancient corn mill lately stood  
and which is now converted into a dwelling house'  However, a reference to a functioning mill in 1748 with two overshot  
wheels indicates that there was a second mill and this is likely to be what is subsequently referred to as the Woollley  
factory. (1) 
 
The 1832 cholera map shows a large pool on the north side of the Woolley factory which may be the remains of a mill  
pool. (2)  The pool is not shown on later maps.  Further examination of the Yates map suggests that the mill may lie  

Sources 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  
(2) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10774 MEDIEVAL IRONWORKING: BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS  -  to   
SITE Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94609590 Marginal 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10774 

Description 
Medieval bloomeries in Bilston (VCH). {1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: mAsters & Men in W Mids Metalware Trades Before, , Rowlands M, 1975,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10778 BILSTON SANDPITS 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
SAND PIT  -  to   
SITE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94609590 Marginal 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10778 

Description 
Plot mentions Bilston sand quality for casting. {1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Hist of Bilston, , Lawley G, ,  
(2)  Bibliographic reference: The History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, Vol 2, Part 1, Shaw, Stebbing, 

1801,2; 

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10799 CAPPONFIELD HOUSE (SITE); E OF BROADMOOR RD; HIGHFIELDS 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
HOUSE Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94539552 Point 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10799 

Description 
Built by J Bagnall in 1842, no doubt for manager of Capponfield Furnaces etc etc.{1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: ..& Capponfield House, , Davies R, 1986, 19;4;28- 

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10906 CAPPONFIELD SETTLEMENT; SEDGLEY 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
SETTLEMENT Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94589553 Point Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10906 

Description 
Until immed post wars years CH stood in mature well kept gardens, overlooked the cornfields & meadows of Mr  
Ramsbottoms Farm with about 10 good workmens houses known as Capponfield Terrace for neighbours. There was also a 
 good detached house of some character which for may years lived in by the Piper family. Whole situated around small  
village green & all under the shadow of the awesome Capponfield Furnaces, but for rubble of demolished  
buildings....{1}. capponfield means exactly what it says an area where Capons are kept. {2}. row of 8 semi detached  
houses facing works (outhouses to rear) & larger house (10799?) to rear of this. {3}. only Capponfield House left. Area  

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Capponfield House, , Davies R, 1986, 19;4;30 
(2) Bibliographic reference: Priestfield to Capponfield Railway Line, , Davies R, 1982, 18;4;20- 
(3) Map: Staffs LXII.16, , , 1887,  
(4) Map: , , , 1967,  
(5) Bibliographic reference: Capponfield Church 100 Yrs On, , Davies R, 1982, 15;4;37- 
(6) Bibliographic reference: Capponfield Church, , , 1882,  
(7) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10907 STONEFIELD COLLIERY; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
COLLIERY Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94619600 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10907 

Description 
Stonefield colliery marked on map of 1868, buildings on southern edge. (1)  Old coal shafts marked on map 1st edn OS  
map of 1887. (2)  Area built over largely with school - extends over v large area - except S portion which did once have  
buildings on it. School on much higher level, then drops away to flat v steeply. Buildings may once have been in flat  
area (adj to modern bdgs) but no obvious trace. {3}  Polygon is approximate, created from comparison of Barborsfield  
Colliery plan and OS 1st edition. 

Sources 
(1) Map: Plan of Barborsfield Colliery, , , 1867, 18; 
(2) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(3) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10908 SLAG HEAP; LADYMOOR 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
SLAG HEAP Post Medieval to Modern - 1900 AD to 1999 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94589571 Point Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10908 

Description 
A large slag heap close to Coseley Road Station housed the waste product of the Capponfield furnaces.  This waste  
product was used for road-making.  A tubular shaped machine with various sized holes in it revolved to grade the slag,  
and even many years after production ceased the machine, known locally as the cracker, was still to be seen.  Towards  
the start of the last war production was again started up, this time to make a type of building breeze block, or correctly  
concrete blocks, out of the remaining slag. Some of these may still be seen as one passes through Ladymoor, they must  
have been experimental ones as they were stacked there in hundreds & never used! {1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: The Priestfield to Capponfield Railway Line, The Blackcountryman 15.4, 14-20,  
 Davies, Ron, 1982, 18 

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10909 BRIDGE; BILSTON BROOK; BILSTON TO BRADLEY LANE 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
BRIDGE Post Medieval - 1600 AD to 1699 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95029603 Point Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10909 

Description 
John Foxall: 7/- for ye new bridge (over brook in causeway leading to bradley) . {1}. modernb road built for Morrison area  
etc. Old bridge not visible. {2} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Bilston in the C17, , Lawley G, 1920, 63 
(2) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village; Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10913 FURNACES; IMMED S OF BILSTON BROOK; BRADLEY 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
FURNACE Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  (SITE OF) 
BUILDING Post Medieval to Modern - 1540 AD to 2050 AD  

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94979591 Point Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10913 

Description 
Appear to be 2 linked furnaces adj the canalised Bilston Brook on mining map of 1848 (& amendements). {1}. small  
building in this area on map of 1887. {2}. Still there on 2nd and 3rd endn maps (1903, 1919) but has gone by time of 4th 
 edn (1938) when area is marked as a "sports ground".   Area v flat - landscaped but now rough. Line of poplars may  
represent more modern version of brook - could be below ground survival. (3) 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: Bankfields Colliery, , , 1848, 40; 
(2) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(3) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10914 BUILDINGS; NW OF BANKFIELDS IRONWORKS; BRADLEY 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval - 1700 AD to 1799 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94979584 Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10914 

Description 
Large building in central area on mining map (mines under). {1}. large rect bdg shown in this area on Cholera map. {2}.  
freestanding enclosure hee with bdgs on SW & E. {3} poss small enclosuree with bdg outside it on W side. {4}. diff  
buildings in this general area. {5}. area to E of road v high at edges then slopes steeply down to flat, suspect that any  
buildings on this site landscaped away. {6} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: Bankfield Colliery, , , 1848, 40; 
(2) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(3) Map: Plan of Township of Bilston, , Timmis R, 1839,  
(4) Map: Plan of Township of B, , , 1799?, 138 
(5) Map: Staffs LXII.16, , , 1887,  
(6) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10915 BARBORSFIELD COLLIERY; BRADLEY 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
COLLIERY Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94929574 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10915 

Description 
1848 map (& later amendments) shows extent of workings betw Bankfield ironworks & Capponfield Works. {1}. plan of B  
Colliery. {2}{3}{4}. area heavily landscaped - playing fields, bunds & tree planting. {5}  Polygon shoeing area of mine is  
approximate and created from comparison of Barborsfield colliery plans and OS 1st edition map. 

Sources 
(1) Map: Plan of the new mine and fire clay coals (Barborsfield Colliery), , Bowkley, 1848, 40 
(2) Map: Plan of Barborsfield colliery, , , 1867, 18 
(3) Map: Plan of B Colliery, , , 1868, 19 
(4) Map: Plan of B Colliery, , , 1868, 20; 
(5) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10916 BUILDINGS (BROOK TERACE); S OF BILSTON BROOK 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
HOUSE Post Medieval - 1700 AD to 1799 AD?  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95059604 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10916 

Description 
Building marked S of Brook on E side of footpath to Bradley. {1}. 394 Geo Jellico/T Banks/adj the Brook {2}. might be  
bdg in this area on 1799 map. {3}. row of 6 houses? with 3 outbuildings in this area on 1st edn map of 1887, called Brook 
 Terrace. {4}. Also appears on 2nd to 4th edn maps of 1903, 1919, 1938. most of area has had large bunds placed  
around edges with low flat areas within. Could have been destroyed in the process. {5}. NB interest lies in that early mill  
building in this area was converted to housing. - HAW 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(2) Map: Plan of Township of Bilston, , Timmis R, 1839,  
(3) Map: Plan of Township of B, , , 1799?, 138 
(4) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(5) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10917 BUILDING; N OF BILSTON BROOK 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
HOUSE Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD?  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95009603 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10917 

Description 
N of Brook, W of footpath to Bradley. {1}. Will Dudlick/T Banks/adj the Brook. {2}. Shown on 1st edn OS map of 1887. {3}.  
Still there on 2nd edn map of 1903 but has gone by time of 3rd edn (1919). Gone {4}. bund on edge of road & then flat  
area beyond where landscaped. May survive in part depending on landscaping techniques if just buried, not bulldozed  
away. {6}. interest in area lies in fact that old mill building was converted to housing - is this the site? - HAW 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(2) Map: Map of the Township of Bilston, , Timmis, R, 1839,  
(3) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assessment, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10918 Stonefields Furnaces/Factory Iron Works (Northern complex), Bradley 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94619583 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10918 

Description 
Building complex north of Bilston Brook and west of lane to Bilston shown on maps of 1832 and 1839, probably  
extension of Woolley factory which is marked to the south (SMR 10642). (1) (2). The 1st edn map of 1887 appears to refer 
 to both complexes as "Factory Iron Works". (3)  Site had disappeared by time of 2nd edn map (1903).  In area where  
there has been heavy dumping/landscaping; in area of steep scarp with tree planting. {4}  Map of 1868 marks this area as 
 belonging to Bilston Iron Co. (5)  Bilston tithe map of 1845 describes this area as Stonefield Iron Works. (6)  Was it  
therefore a separate works from the Woolley factory? 
 
Stonefields Furnaces and Ironworks seems to have been founded by Chambers and Sankey, who also had ironworks at  
Deepfields.  In 1872 it was the Bilston Iron Co, and was still there in 1886 after which there is no trace.  These works  
probably lay where the Stonefield school playing fields now exist. (7) 

Sources 
(7) Bibliographic reference: The Priestfield to Capponfield Railway Line, The Blackcountryman 15.4, 14-20,  
 Davies, Ron, 1982, 18 
 Map: Plan of Barborsfield colliery, , , 1867,  
(1) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(2) Map: Map of the Township of Bilston, , Timmis, R, 1839,  
(3) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  
(5) Map: Plan of B Colliery, , , 1868,  
(6) Map: Bilston Tithe Map, , , 1845,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10950 BILSTON URBAN VILLAGE SURVEY; ADMIN NUMBER 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
SITE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94949586 Point 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10950 

Description 
Desk based assessment & rapid field visits of broad area to S of Bilston settlement. {1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL322 Event - Interpretation: ,   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
10954 WALL; E SIDE DUDLEY ST; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
WALL Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  STRUCTURE 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94879597 Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10954 

Description 
Wall opp carpark for tennis courts, made of blocks of industrial waste. One main entrance? filled in with brick & another  
lesser entrance to S as well (ie 3 strips). Prob to major building along street (Albert Ironworks?}. {1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10957 CANAL BASIN; W OF RAILWAY; CAPPONFIELD 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
CANAL BASIN Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94769551 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10957 

Description 
Long basin off N side of canal on W side of railway but at slightly diff angle, gradually converging (pre-dates?). {1}  Canal 
 basin is one middle one of three in this area.  Within Capponfield furnaces (SMR 10654).  Shown on Sedgley tihe map  
of 1845. (2) 

Sources 
(2) Map: Sedgley tithe map, , , 1845,  
(1) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1887,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL15 Event - Survey: Bilston Urban Village: Archaeological Assessment,   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
10958 ALBERT IRONWORKS; ALBERT ST; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval to Modern - 1800 AD to 2050 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94909608 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10958 

Description 
Small works W side of Albert St, S of Market St shown on 1st edn map of 1887. {1}  By time of 2nd edn (1903) it has been 
 extended to S and .By time of 4th edn (1938) further expansion means that it surrounds Albert Street and at S end has  
been extended W to Dudley St (see 10954).  Now gone, area landscaped. {2}  Not shown on map of 1868. (3) 

Sources 
(3) Map: Plan of Barborsfield colliery, , , 1867,  
(1) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10959 WOOLLEY'S HOUSE, BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
HOUSE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94739591 Area Approximate 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10959 

Description 
Ed Woolley local industrialist with factory to S (SMR 10642). House reputedly lay N of factory - HAW. House shown on  
map of 1839 with paddock to north described as adjoining Woolley's house {1}.  Not shown on map of 1832. (2)  Still  
shown on 1st edn map of 1887. (3)  Still shown on 2nd and 3rd edn maps of 1903 and 1919 but has disappeared by time 
 of 4th edn map of 1938. Area poss in playing fields to S of single stoey modern bdgs. {4} 

Sources 
(1) Map: Map of the Township of Bilston, , Timmis, R, 1839,  
(2) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(3) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village: Arch Assess, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
2520 BILSTON SAXON TEMPLE 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
TEMPLE Early Medieval/Dark Age - 410 AD to 1065 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95009600 Marginal 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Conservation Area 
Black Country SMR No - 2520 
OS Card Number - SO99NE 29 

Description 
Evidence of existence of Saxon temple at Bilston. Founded by Oswy, King of Mercia, to celebrate his victory over Penda  
of Northumberland. It was dedicated to the sun and was given to the see of Lichfield. On the accession of Wulfere to the  
Mercian throne it became a royal possession. {1}. the battle was fought c AD 654 `somewhere in the county round Leeds'. 
 Oswy had promised to assign twelve estates to religious use if he was victorious. {2} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Map: SO9596, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Map: 9596NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Hist of Bilston, , Lawley GT, 1893, 5-6 
(2) Bibliographic reference: Anglo Saxon England, , Stenton M, 1943, 84 

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
2550 MINE SHAFT & IRON TOOLS, BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
COLLIERY Medieval to Post Medieval - 1066 AD to 1900 AD  
FINDSPOT Medieval to Post Medieval - 1066 AD to 1900 AD  

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95009600 Marginal 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 2550 
OS Card Number - SO99NE 28 

Description 
In last century an ancient shaft called a Dane's Shaft was discovered in Bilston. It was square in shape, the side being  
supported by scantling timber, the depth being about 20'. Several ancient tools of iron were found, but so badly oxidised  
that they were unfortunately thrown away as useless. <1> 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: A history of Bilston, , Lawley, G T, 1893, 250 
(1) Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Map: SO9596, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
2551 TWO COAL PITS; NR WINDMILL FIELD; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
COLLIERY Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95009600 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 2551 
OS Card Number - SO99NE 27 

Description 
`According to Rev Richard Ames, curate of Bilston in C17 coal was got in bilston as far back as 1380'. In a deed of 1401,  
two coal pits called `ye holloways and ye Delves' are said to be situated near Windmille Field in bilston. <1> 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Map: SO9596, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Hist of Bilston, , Lawley GT, 1893, 249 

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
2560 WINDMILL; BETW DARLASTON & BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
WINDMILL Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95009600 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 2560 
OS Card Number - SO99NE 15 

Description 
Plot's map, 1682, shows windmill betw Darlaston & Bilston [62E - SO9596], possibly extant in 1816. {1} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Map: SO9596, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: The Natural History of Staffordshire, , Plot, Robert, 1686,  
 Bibliographic reference: , , , ,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
2616 RB COINS; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
FINDSPOT Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD  FIND 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95009600 Marginal 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 2616 
OS Card Number - SO99NE 7 

Description 
Roman coins of the reigns of Commodus and Antoninus, in a beautiful state of preservation, have been found at Bilston.  
<1> 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
 Map: SO9596, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Hist of Bilston, , Lawley GT, 1893, 10 

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
13146 CANAL BASIN; CAPPONFIELD 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
CANAL BASIN Post Medieval to Modern - 1540 AD to 2050 AD  

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO946955 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 13146 

Description 
Canal basin off N side of canal, westernmost of three. (1)   Within Capponfield furnaces (SMR 10654).  Shown on  
Sedgley tihe map of 1845. (2) 

Sources 
(1) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1887,  
(2) Map: Sedgley tithe map, , , 1845,  

Associated Events/Activities 



SMR Number Site Name 
10642 Woolley Factory (Factory Ironworks - South complex), Bradley 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94689577 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10642 

Description 
Woolley Factory/Factory Ironworks (southern building complex). Buildings to north of line of Bilston Brook but south of  
parish boundary which looks to follow old line of Brook.  Series of buildings on east side of lane leading towards Bilston,  
named as Woolley Factory on maps of 1832 and 1839. (1 (2)  Large pond on north side of complex on 1832 map but not 
 apparent on 1839 map.  Further building to north, on west side of lane have separate SMR number (10918) but is  
marked on 1832 and 1839 maps and appears to be extension of the Woolley Factory (it too is marked on accompanying  
schedule to 1839 map as in the ownership of Woolley).  Both sites appear to be marked as 'Factory Ironworks' on 1st edn  
OS map of 1887. (2)  Site has disappeared by time of 2nd edn OS map (1903). 
 
This site may be the second Bilston Mill that is documented from MC18 - see 8719 for refs. Site may survive under  
playing fields or start of upward grading. No trace nowadays of Brook route - landscaped away. {4} 
 
Woolley was renowned for the manufacture of screws, presumably on this site. {5} 
 
Map of 1775 marks water mill S of town on N arm of split in Bilston Brook, appears to be in same area. {6} 

Sources 
(2) Map: Map of the Township of Bilston, , Timmis, R, 1839,  
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(3) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  
(5) Bibliographic reference: A history of Bilston, , Lawley, G T, 1893, 174 
(6) Map: Map of Co of Stafford, , Yates W, 1775,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL11 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
5328 HALL GREEN SCHOOL; PROSSER ST OPP STONEFIELD RD; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
SCHOOL Post Medieval to Modern - 1900 AD to 1999 AD  BUILDING 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94619601 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
Ward Ettingshall , Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 5328 
Local list 

Description 
2 storey chateau like building in interwar tech/college style. Has a central roof mounted vent with weather vane. Site  
includes other school buildings which were once poss primary or junior schools. {1} 
 
School shown on 3rd edn map 62.16 of 1919 but not on 2nd map of 1903.  It is now Colton Hills Community School and 
 Bilston Education Centre. 
 
Primary School built in 1906.  Built around a central hall, highly ornate with large imposing windows.  Many original  
features including turrets, tall iron railings and terracotta details.  The associated building is of inter-war date.  The  
complex is a highly visible landmark and an important feature of Bilston town centre.  (3) 

Sources 
(3) Local list: Local list description, , Wolverhampton City Council, ,  
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Surviving Industrial Buildings in Bilston, , Collins P, 1991,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL132 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  
BL348 Event - Survey: Site visit (by Paul Collins),   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
5378 BILSTON WEST STATION (SITE); COSELEY ST; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
RAILWAY  Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  RUINED BUILDING 
STATION 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94549588 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 5378 

Description 
Bridge abutment & foundations remaining from Bilston West railway station, including platform edge & trackbed  
embankment. Bilston station on OWW. opened with line on 1 July 1854. Renamed Bilston West from 19 July 1950,  
passenger services ended on 30 July 1962. The line closed as a through route on 1 January 1968. <1>. photo. Clearly  
the site & majority of for existence of station have now been cleared. {2} photo 1957: Opened in 1854 known as Bilston,  
renamed Bilston West in 1950 to avoid confusion with GWRs Bilston. {3}{4}. buildings on E side of railway line E of  
Coseley St. Sidings behind. Looks like could be engine shed (to S) as well as station line through it. {5}. heavily  
landscape in this area for BCR. Nothing likely to survive. {6} 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Surviving Industrial Buildings in Bilston, , Collins, Paul, 1991,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Wolv Transport Corridors, , Collins P, 1992,  
(3) Bibliographic reference: Bilston in Old Photographs, , Rees Elizabeth A, 1988,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: Railways of the BC, , Williams N, 1984, 1; 
(5) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(6) Bibliographic reference: Site Visit, , HAW, 1998,  
(7) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village; Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL130 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  
BL348 Event - Survey: Site visit (by Paul Collins),   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
10652 BOVEREUX FURNACES (HOLCROFT); BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 
FURNACE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO95229594 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10652 

Description 
Bovereux furnaces (disused) marked on 1st edn map of 1887. Small scattered bdgs in centre of area & few more on NE  
side of bdy surrounded by spoil heaps to E. 2 large reservoirs to S. {1}. 1849 onwards. 1849 Baldwin & Co. 1872: Tame  
Iron Co (or Holcroft), 1886 unoccupied. 1849 Hunt lists 2 furnaces in blast. Site called Bovereux Lower in 1862-70,  
Bovereux thereafter. In 1863-70 the furnace numbers evid include a 2nd works, poss Walbut. {2}. Bovereux-Holcroft & Co.  
2 blast furnaces built, 1 in blast. Good mine iron. {3} Areas adj to canal still have bdgs on, area behind may have been  
landscaped, did not get access for visit. Bunds around the edges. Units & dumping in NE corner. {4}. gone except for  
western reservoir (& bdgs on NE edge of property). {5} dumps & tramlines to SE to new canal basin - reworking? {6} 
 
Not shown on Timmis map of 1839, at which time area is apparently fields. (7) 

Sources 
(7) Map: Map of the township of Bilston, , Timmis, R, 1839,  
 Map: SO99NE, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Brit Blast Furnace Statistics 1790-1980, , Riden P; Owen J, 1995,  
(3) Bibliographic reference: Guide to Iron Trade of GB, , Griffiths, 1867,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  
(5) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1903,  
(6) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1919,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL14 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
5624 W BRIEF; 32-34 DUDLEY ST; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
SITE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (EXCAVATED FEATURE) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94809615 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 5624 

Description 
W brief in town centre site. 2 substantial cellars at front of property. Rear machine cleared. Largely disturbed; one deep  
section shows soft sandstone solid geology, with large sandstone boulders carried in clay above. No evidence of  
stratigraphy. <1> location uncertain as no Lang mapping of location & no buildings survive now. Only buildings on  
frontages to Church St, Bilston, then car parking, then BCR, then open space. {2} 
 
Examination of 1:1250 map, surveyed 1962, revised 1975, suggests that only building surviving along Dudley Street at  
this date is 72/4 Dudley Street. (3)   Accordingly could watching brief have been here rather than at 32/4? MS 18.4.02 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Watching Brief, , Lang NAR, 1991,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Site Visit, , HAW, 1998,  
(3) Map: , , Ordnance Survey SO9496SE, 1975,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL131 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  
BL608 Event - Intervention: ,   -  



SMR Number Site Name 
10654 CAPPONFIELD FURNACES (BAGNALLS/T & I BRADLEY); W OF CANAL 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 
FURNACE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94689554 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10654 

Description 
Little church built by Messrs John Bagnall & son on site of Capponfields furnaces. {1}. 1805 onwards Smith Read & Co,  
1825 W Aston; 1839-1881 Bagnalls; 1882 T & I bradley, 1934-7 Bradley & Foster. + full desc {2} . capponfield - J Bagnall 
 & Son. 3 blast furnaces built. 2 in blast/ 1st class gery forge. Capponfield (as part of Chillington) collectively 95 puddling 
 furnaces, 6 mills/forges. {3}. on W side of railway (closely linked lines to it as well) & N of canal. 2 basins towards E side  
of site.{4}Did not gain access but from distance appears to be tree planted - in other comparable areas represents  
programme after landscaping works. {7}. still there. {9} Still there unnamed but smaller number of bdgs, {10} 
 
The furnaces were certainly there before 1806 and passed through many hands, but John Bagnall and Sons appear to  
have had the most impact there.  They were latterly worked by T & I Bradley and blown out by them around 1920.  For  
many years they stood idle, though one was again blown-in for about a month in the late 1920s, after which they were  
gradually dismantled.  A new works, Bradley and Foster, to produce metallic abrasives was establsihed in 1951.  It had  
closed down by 1971. (11) 
 
Described as Capponfield iron works on Sedgley tithe map of 1845. (12) 

Sources 
(12) Map: Sedgley tithe map, , , 1845,  
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Bibliographic reference: Capponfield Church 100 Yrs On, , Davies R, 1982, 15;4;37- 
(2) Bibliographic reference: Brit Blast Furnace Statistics 1790-1980, , Riden P; Owen J, 1995,  
(3) Bibliographic reference: Guide to Iron Trade of GB, , Griffiths, 1867,  
(4) Map: Staffs LXII.16, , , 1887,  
(5) Bibliographic reference: Bradley & Foster, , Holden L, 1972, 5;2; 
(6) Bibliographic reference: History of Bilston, , Lawley G, 1893, 261- 
(7) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  
(8) Map: Staffs, , , 1832,  
(9) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1903,  
(10) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1919,  
(11) Bibliographic reference: Priestfield to Capponfield Railway Line, , Davies R, 1982, 15;4; 

Associated Events/Activities 
BL15 Event - Survey: Bilston Urban Village: Archaeological Assessment,   -  



Area 



SMR Number Site Name 
10655 BARBORS FIELD FURNACES (HOLCROFT); W OF DUDLEY ST; BILSTON 

Type and Date Materials/Evidence 
IRON WORKS Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 
FURNACE Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD  (SITE OF) 
SITE Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD  

Location 
National Grid Reference 
SO94989567 Area 
Administrative  
Council Wolverhampton 
County West Midlands 

Status and other references 
Black Country SMR No - 10655 

Description 
Detail of site, extra canal basin on E side of property with tramway lines. further lines to N. Areas of dumping to N &  
W.{1}. barber's Field. Fowler, Holcroft & Hughes. 2 blast furnaces built. 1 and half in blast. 1st class grey forge. {2} These  
furnaces had their origins c1825.  A Thomas Banks is the first recroded operator and it was to pass through many hands  
before being taken over by the Barbors Field Iron Company in 1881.  The ironorks had been idle since 1877 and the  
blast furnaces did not last much longer; the last one was blown-out in 1884. {4} mr Banks, shows start of large square  
canal basin betw canal & works (not marked). {6}. works in great detail. {7}. banks long series of buildings stetching NW  
from canal basin. {8}. "Engine" N of pond in field 374 which abuts parish bdy. {9}. still there. {10} Probably smaller, not  
named. {11} Bdgs gone, canal basin remains. {12}. area of landscaping E of council estate. Aras immed adj to road  
heavily banked & with trees. {3} various other maps in Wolv Archives 18 (1867); 16 (1896); 77 (18??); 40/62 (1848) - HAW 

Sources 
 Map: SO99NW, , Ordnance Survey, , On Map Sheet 
(1) Map: 1st edition Ordance Survey map Staffs 62.16, , , 1887,  
(2) Bibliographic reference: Guide to Iron Trade of GB, , Griffiths, 1867,  
(3) Bibliographic reference: Bilston Urban Village Arch Ass, , White H, 1998,  
(4) Bibliographic reference: The Priestfield to Capponfield Railway Line, The Blackcountryman 15.4, 14-20,  
 Davies, Ron, 1982, 20 
(5) Map: Staffs, , , 1832,  
(6) Map: Map of the town of Bilston (Cholera Map), , Timmis R, 1832,  
(7) Map: Banksfield Colliery, , , 1848,  
(8) Map: Plan of Township of B, , Timmis, 1839,  
(9) Map: Bilston Township, , , 1799?,  
(10) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1903,  
(11) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1919,  
(12) Map: Staffs LXII.6, , , 1938,  

Associated Events/Activities 
BL16 Event - Survey: HAW; 1998,   -  



Area 


