Bilston Urban Village DVD – Commentary read by Nick Owen. May 2005

Bilston Urban Village is an exciting new development directly south of Bilston Town Centre. 

The development will bring enormous benefits to the town and will give local people much needed new employment and housing opportunities, new community facilities, high quality recreational open space and a series of major improvements in public transport.

As a town, Bilston is adjusting to the dramatic decline in the traditional industries that once flourished here. 

Recent developments such as the Black Country Route have provided new business opportunities in the area, whilst the introduction of the Midland Metro has improved access to both Wolverhampton and Birmingham City Centres.

New housing continues to be built and the famous Bilston Market continues to thrive. Substantial investment has been made to the historic core of the Town with plans currently being progressed to bring the former Town Hall back into use.


Despite all the good work, much more still needs to be done. We believe that the Urban Village is one way in which Bilston can reinvent itself for the 21st Century. 
Bilston Urban Village aims to build on the area’s proud industrial past, by introducing a vibrant mix of uses which will benefit the wider Bilston area.  The area for the Urban Village is defined by the Black Country Route to the north, the Midland Metro to the east, the Canal to the south and Coseley Road/Broad Lanes to the west.
Building on past work but taking advantage of new opportunities the intended land uses are employment, housing, a new leisure centre a new Primary Care Trust Health Centre and substantial new high quality open space. In addition a new Metro station is proposed. The new road system will provide continued access through the site.

Adjacent to the site is Parkfield High School, Bilston. The school will form a key community facility for the Urban Village with improved playing fields and the potential for new school buildings
We hope that by the end of this presentation you will share this belief that Bilston deserves the Urban Village and the new housing, jobs and investment that it will bring to the town and the local economy.

In this video we will go through the main elements that make up the Urban Village and invite your comments on each one.  To help we will use a three dimensional “fly through” of the Bilston Urban Village site. 

The fly through begins at the Brook Street Bridge, close to the Oxford Street Island. It is here that a new metro station is proposed together with highway and environmental improvements. 

It is also the start of the central open space, which threads its way through the middle of the site.  It is proposed that this end of the site will focus on employment and business usage.

As we move through the site, we follow the major area of open space. This follows the line of the Bilston Brook and forms the spine of the development.  As this will become the lowest point of the site we can use this area to create a major water feature, providing a high quality open space that is accessible to all. 

New housing will overlook this central space and whilst the majority will be for private sale, a significant element will be ‘affordable’ housing.  Your views on type and style of housing would be welcomed.

Parkfield High School, Bilston, is adjacent to the Urban Village site. It is well placed to take advantage of the new development.   The existing playing pitches will be significantly upgraded for both school and community use. The school will benefit from a new access enabling it to relate closely to the new development.  There is also an opportunity to link the school with the new leisure and health complexes so that each of these facilities is able to benefit from the others.

As we travel down the central open space area towards Highfields Road we pass the site of a proposed wildlife area.  

Nature conservation will be a feature throughout the site. However, the wildlife area will include the enlargement of the existing pool and will be managed to encourage natural species.  As with all water features, safety will be the primary consideration in its design.

The area of land fronting the Black Country Route is likely to be the first phase of the urban village.  Wolverhampton Primary Care Trust are proposing the development of a major new healthcare facility, located adjacent the existing Morrisons supermarket.  

This represents a significant new investment within Bilston, offering better access to a wide range of healthcare advice and services.

On the land directly adjacent to the healthcare facility is a site for a new Bilston leisure centre.  It is proposed that the centre will incorporate a new swimming pool and sports hall, squash courts and gym and possibly a range of outdoor facilities provided in partnership with Parkfield School.  Your views on the facilities that could be provided within this centre are welcomed. 

We have quickly been on a tour of the Urban Village proposals. We now need to look at the issues in more detail and begin to ask questions about them.

In terms of new employment we need your views on the sort of jobs that Bilston needs in the future. 

We want local people to be able to take every advantage of local job opportunities.

The central open space areas provide the setting for much of the new development that overlooks it. Your views on the type of open space are sought; for example, playgrounds for children, informal areas, the use of water within the scheme and how the canals could be better used. 

It is important that we know what type of housing of housing you would like to see within Bilston Urban Village. We need to bear in mind that there may be some constraints placed upon us by existing Government policies. 
We would like to know what you want the urban village to look like. What sort of environment do we want to create for the future – Traditional? Contemporary? A mixture of both? 

How important do you think it is to have a lot of wildlife in the area? Do you have any views on what types of habitat would be best for Bilston? These could be meadows, woodlands, areas of wetland, street trees and formal gardens and parkland. 

In terms of transport, Bilston Urban Village is well placed. The Black Country Route is both a challenge and an opportunity. We need to find convenient, safe ways for people to cross this road to enable the Town Centre to benefit from the new population but at the same time the Black Country Route is crucial in maintaining Bilston’s economic links to the National motorway network.

The Metro provides access to both Wolverhampton and Birmingham city centres and we plan to build a new Metro station by the Brook Street bridge.
Underpinning all the work on the Urban Village is the way in which the new development and the people who live there, become part of Bilston. 

We are working hard to establish strong links between the new development and the town centre and into the surrounding residential and business areas. We need to create the conditions where Bilston can grow and change to meet the new challenges ahead. 
The urban village is a key part of Bilston’s future and with your help we can make sure that everyone benefits. That’s why we want everyone to feel they are part of the process, that they have a stake in the future of the town and that what you say now matters.
